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shall now proceed to describe and evaluate the religious and
social culture of Karnataka as it obtained during the histo-
rical period.

The religious history of Karnataka is as varied and
valuable as its political history. The most remarkable fea-
ture is the fact that right from the pre-christian era to the
end of the last century, the doors of Karnataka have been
open to all the great religions of India and the world, apart
from the religions and sects that sprang up or flourished on
the Kannada soil. Historically considered, the entry of
alien faiths into Karnataka may seem 'to be due to weak
resistance or infirm goodness on the part of the Kannada
people. But the deeper truth lies in the general readiness
of the Kannadiga to receive from outside whatever is new
and good. Even supposing an alien religion stepped into
the land like an uninvited guest, the Kannada host, who is
by nature hospitable to a fault, treated the guest coureteous-
ly and made it or him feel at home. In the religious history of
Karnataka, the hospitality and the courtesy of the people
have been greatly responsible for the wonderful variety
which we notice in the life of the community. It has been
suggested before that when the Aryan came and settled in
the south, he followed the Vedic religion of sacrifice, modi-
fied by the later school of devotion to Go'd Siva or Visxm.
From the epigraphs of the early Chiistian era, we can
deduce that the aforesaid religion of the Aryan was much in
vogue all over the Kannada country under the impetus
given by royal patronage,1 The performance of sacrifice

1 R. G. Bhandarkar; Early History  of  the Deccan,
p. $8; G. M, Moraes: The Kadambakula, pp* 249-50.